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We were given a brief to turn 
this apartment living area 
from bland into warm and 

inviting with a metro twist and a 
splash of colour. Our first task was to 
work out our colour palette. We went 
with dark greys and a burnt orange, 
complemented by black and silver. 
We wanted to create a cosy nook 
for the new lounge to sit in so we 
designed and installed some 
bespoke wall cabinets. These were 
faced in Laminex and blackened 
linewood and created the base for 
our palette. All the new furniture 
in the lounge area matched the 
cabinet tones. Now for the splash 
of colour – we had a new breakfast 
bar installed, 2pac coated in Dulux 
playschool. Oversized artwork 
behind the lounge completed the 
look perfectly. 

Metromodern
story richie stevens & chonteLLe sAMios

BEFORE: A blank, lifeless room

Add a little zing to your living area with a splash of orange ...  
but don’t overdo it

richie & chONTeLLe’s 
OraNgeade Tips
orange isn’t ever a go-to colour for interiors. But in the right 

amounts and right shade, orange can be stunning. Steer 
clear of shades of orange like pumpkin and head towards 

the more bold, dramatic, zingy oranges or more burnt oranges 
like you would see in a sunset. Once you find the perfect orange 
your room can be transformed in an instant. But use it sparingly – 
the odd cushion, artwork or feature is fine and maybe only small 
furniture pieces in that hue. It really will become the talking point of 
any room so this season, spruce up your home with an injection of 
vitamin C – just remember the golden rule: never overdose! 

HOME
market report

The way we use our homes has 
changed dramatically over the past 
decade and this has impacted the 

design of new houses and apartments as 
well as the re-configurations of existing 
dwellings through renovations and exten-
sions.  The rising importance of the home 
office is a prime example. Previously we of-
ten saw the smallest bedroom in the house 
transformed to a study but nowadays we’re 
seeing many more properties with desig-
nated purpose-built home offices.  
The home office is increasingly important 
for two reasons. Firstly, technology ad-
vancements mean people have 
more flexibility to work from 
home and this is particularly so 
with semi-retirees. 

The second reason is the rising 
number of people starting their 
own businesses. This is hap-
pening a lot with young mums 
who don’t want to go back to the 
corporate world but still want to 
work. 

An extra bedroom is still more 
valuable than a study because 
people like the choice of how to 
use the room.

Another change in the use of our homes 
is the increasing desire for separation 
between parents and their children. This 
isn’t because families don’t like hanging out 
together , it’s because many young people 
are staying home well into their 20s now 
and it’s nice to have separate living areas 
so they can have their independence. The 
term ‘teen retreat’ is seen more and more 
in real estate copywriting today because 
many more buyers are looking for it. And 
having two lounge areas is also really im-
portant - the kids can play their music and 
video games in one room while mum and 
dad can relax in the other living area. 

A separate studio or granny flat is ideal 
for a teen retreat or a home office. It’s also 
a great way to earn some rental income. 
Many homeowners are seeing an opportu-
nity to build a self-contained granny flat or 
convert a garage for leasing.

Granny flats are also ideal for in-law 

accommodation. Many grandparents are 
involved in childcare these days and build-
ing them a low-maintenance home onsite 
definitely makes sense, even if they only 
stay there one or two days per week.

I think the advent of the ‘parents’ 
retreat’ is also a fantastic change in the 
typical layout of a family home. The 
difference between a standard master 
bedroom and a parents’ retreat is mainly 
the living space. Instead of being just a 
place to sleep, it’s a room with space to sit 
and read or watch TV. 

With an increasing number of parents 
both working, busy mums and 
dads are really appreciating 
having their own private space 
to unwind at the end of the day. 
A typical parents’ retreat is pretty 
large with a designated sitting/
lounge area, perhaps a balcony 
and also a generous ensuite ñ 
which is often larger than the 
main bathroom now in new 
properties. And the ensuite is 
purposely designed as a luxury 
space rather than a utilitarian one. 
For example, if you want a home 
cinema but don’t have several 

rooms to choose from, take a minimalist 
approach and install an overhead projec-
tor, drop down screen and thick curtains 
in your lounge or rumpus room. Keep the 
room flexible so it can be used as a living 
space as well as a cinema. 

Same with studies. Don’t make a two-
bedroom apartment into a one bedder 
plus study as this could de-value it. Take a 
minimalist approach and install a longer 
narrower bench desk so a double bed can 
still fit in the room - that way buyers can 
use the room either as a study, bedroom or 
a combination of the two.  If you have some 
quirky ideas for changing your property, 
ask your local agent to come over for a look 
and a chat. The good agents will gladly 
give you their time even though you’re not 
thinking of selling. Their advice could prove 
invaluable in ensuring the changes you 
make add value to the property. 

I ENCOURAGE  
OWNERS TO BE 
CREATIVE WITH  
HOW THEY USE  
THEIR PROPERTIES. 
JUST BE CAREFUL  
YOU DON’T DE-VALUE 
YOUR HOME BY  
MAKING IT TOO 
INDIVIDUALISED. 
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