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makeover

style is just so Soho

The brief was simple from this client – 
make it glamorous like the outside of the 
building. The building in question, love 

it or hate it, is Trilogy on the Esplanade, with its 
modern lines and sleek surfaces. 

The owner wanted something that personified 
his glamorous self so a trip down Soho style 
was in order. There’s no real “renovation” in this 
makeover, it’s all just cosmetic. 

The first place to start was to remove the 
carpet and get some modern, ebony-coloured 
vinyl floor planks. Cheaper than real timber and 
easier to look after, the flooring was the first 
really drastic change.

The second was the colour scheme. The tired 
mid-tone timber cupboards were replaced with 
gloss white and the tiles in the kitchen to a shiny 
silver. The bulkhead in the kitchen was painted 
in metallic bridge paint to add drama. 

Next to really open up the space and reflect the 
stunning views, a wall of mirrors was installed. 
This is a great trick to double the size of any 
small space. The final touch was the furniture 
and lighting.

Stylish pendants hang over the table and a 
tripod film lamp takes us straight back to the 
1930s. It’s that easy to transform any space to 
from drab to fab. 

Richie from insideout brings big city style to 
this small city apartment on the waterfront
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Richie’s
tips foR
soho
at youR
place
I guess the first place to
start is to explain where Soho 
is so you at least know what 
we’re talking about. Soho is 
a New York suburb that is 
the epitome of chic. Movie 
stars and celebrities all have 
apartments there, so Soho is 
definitely glamorous.
FLOORING: Go for dark 
timbers that look old, echoing 
what you might find in a 
refurbished warehouse.
COLOURS: You will always
find black, silver or grey in any 
Soho apartment so make sure 
you add that to your palette. 
It’s super dramatic and while 
you might worry about the 
place looking dark or dreary, 
adding reflective surfaces like 
mirrors and silver really brings 
the palette to life.
FURNItURE: Go for mid or 
early 20th century designs. 
again these echo the period 
when the style was born.
LIGhtING: think glamorous
pendant lighting and stunning
lamps that can become real 
focal points.

www.insideoutstylists.com.au
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Once considered the Great 
Australian Dream, the family 
house on a quarter acre block is no 

longer everyone’s ultimate property choice. 
Even in Cairns, signifi cant changes in our 
population profi le and lifestyle priorities are 
feeding a strong trend in apartment living. 

Today, our lifestyles are vastly different to 
those of our parents. We’re working longer, 
starting families much later in life and 
we’re increasingly time poor. Proximity to 
restaurants, cafes, shops and transport is 
becoming more important than owning a 
piece of land. 

Although demand for houses continues 
strongly, particularly among families with 
more than one child, there is defi nitely a 
shift towards apartment living, which is 
being facilitated by a continuing improve-
ment in the design and size of apartments. 

While some people are still motivated to 
move to outer ring areas in order to buy a 
house, more and more people prefer to stay 
close to work and that means living in an 
apartment. 

Apartments offer the highly appealing 
‘lock-up-and-leave’ factor and they are 
usually close to established shopping and 
café districts. Australians also love the in-
creasingly open-plan nature of apartments 
– a style of living we have grown fondly 
accustomed to. 

The baby boomer factor is also signifi cant 
in the rise of apartment living. We’re cur-

rently seeing a huge wave of empty-nesters 
selling their family homes and ‘downsizing’ 
to apartments. Low maintenance living is a 
priority for these buyers and new apart-
ments are especially appealing, as they 
tend to offer that extra luxury factor. 

Developers have really upped their game 
over the past 10 years. They’re building re-
ally high-quality and well-designed apart-
ments that have strong appeal to discern-
ing young professionals, baby boomers 
and small families. 

Is apartment living more expensive? 
Large apartments can command thou-
sands of dollars in strata levies, yet busy 
Australians are increasingly willing to 
pay for someone else to handle repairs 
and maintenance. While levies are an 
affordability consideration for buyers under 
$500,000, they are not a deterrent to apart-
ment living overall. 

We are proud to announce the arrival of Kev 
Twomey to Powe property. Energetic, highly 
professional and backed by years of real 

estate experience.  
Determined and tenacious  with great local market 

knowledge, proven results and a no nonsense easy 
going approach to the sales process, Kev has an indepth 
understanding of what it takes to get the best possible 
outcome for both buyers and sellers alike. Specialising 
in the Park Ridge/Brinsmead area, Kevs straightforward 
selling procedure is based on factual evidence so his clients 
have complete clarity on how their sale is progressing at 
every point in the process. To Kev real estate is and always 
will be about relationships.
 We invite all potential sellers to share in the Kev 
Twomey experience.

?POWE PROPERTY NOW DO 
PROPERTY MANAGMENT!
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