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makeover

s t o r y  b y  r i c h i e  s t e v e n s

deck 
the 
walls

So you need to add some 
wow to your dining 
room (or any room) in 

a flash?
There’s one quick and easy 

way to transform any room – 
wallpaper. The first thing to 
do is choose the paper and the 
wall it’s going to go on. 

This dining room has 
plenty of height and light 
and the room could handle a 
dark paper.

We wanted to emphasise 
the architectural features of 
the room and we chose an 
“irregular” wall so it really 
stands out.

Once we had wallpaper, it 

was time to have the chairs 
reupholstered. We used 
Costal coverings, which has 
a great range of colours. 
Luckily there was a striped 
fabric on hand that matched 
the wallpaper perfectly. 

We also were lucky to 
have extra height in this 
room so we could add some 
dramatic lighting as well. 
Oversized suspended lights 
added a real “glow” to the 
ceiling. Hung in a cluster at 
varying heights, the effect is 
spectacular. 

The final touch, a splash of 
colour in the flowers, brings 
the room to life. 

Add drama to your dining 
space in a flash just in time for 
Christmas Day

BEFORE: The 
room was pretty 
plain before we got 
ahold of it, though 
the owners clearly 
already had an eye 
for design. They just 
needed the right 
combination to give 
it spark.

P H o t o G r A P H y  b y  i n s i d e o u t  g r o u p

WORKING 
WITH 
WALLPAPER

When you watch 
the experts hanging 
wallaper, it looks like 
all you have to do 
is add a little bit of 
glue on the back of 
the paper and whack 
it up. But it really is 
an expert’s job. If the 
pattern doesn’t line 
up or the paper is not 
hung exactly straight, 
you can get yourself 
in all sorts of trouble. 
Then there’s cutting 
the paper around 
powerpoints and light 
switches. If you really 
are determined to give 
it a go, choose a wall 
that is square, with no 
tricky bits or windows. 
Just like when you were 
covering your books 
at school with contact, 
the golden rule is to 
make sure there are no 
air bubbles or bumps 
under the paper. 

HOME
market report

with matt powe

It is well documented that the Cairns 
economy experienced a tough year 
during 2009, with the slowdown of the 

tourism and construction industries 
causing a large jump in unemployment.

 Despite the economic situation, the 
Cairns property market has demonstrated 
a high degree of resistance during the 
course of 2009.

 We have experienced increased sales 
volumes throughout the year, highlighted 
by multiple record months, driven in part 
by the First Home Owner Grants doing 
their job, and prices stabilising at about 
5% to 10% below the peak price level 
reached in early 2008. The perception is 
that the market has now definitely bot-
tomed. Just as a major global recession 

is a once-in-a-lifetime event, so are the 
investment opportunities it creates once 
the dust has settled.

 The biggest lesson of the past year  
or so is the need for diversification.  
Property provides an effective anchor in 
any investment portfolio, with strong rental 
yields balancing declining asset values. 
The next six months may be the time when 
many investors re-enter the property sector, 
particularly those who are re-constructing 
their DIY super funds.

 Picking the bottom is a great concept – 
but not even the greatest economists and 
analysts in the world can do it until after 
the event. It’s also understandable that 
some investors may be feeling nervous 
with the financial challenges of the last 18 
months still fresh in their minds. There’s 
nothing wrong with being cautious.  But 
there is a science to investment and the 
fundamentals should always dictate our 
choices – not nervous market sentiment.

 Everyone’s a genius in hindsight and 
2010 is the time for confident decisions. 
Smart investors know that to make the big-
gest gains you have to be willing to move 
first – before the rest of the herd mobilises 
and the recovery really gets underway.

 One thing is for sure – markets and 
economies are cyclical and what goes 
down will eventually go up.

When choosing an agent to man-
age the sale of your property 
there is a lot at stake, so it is 

essential that you put some time and 
effort into researching your choices. Just 
choosing an agent who has the lowest 
commission is definitely the wrong way 
to go! It’s important that you speak to 
friends and colleagues, browse a few real 
estate websites and visit some open-home 
inspections. Have a number of questions 
prepared and interview the ones you are 
considering for the job.

The skills you are looking for in an 
agent include creative and targeted 
marketing, outstanding selling strategy, 
superior negotiation skills and the ability 

to get buyers excited about your property.  
Marketing your property to the maximum 
number of buyers, and articulating its 
advantages over other properties in 
the market, are all key skills a top agent 
should have.

Looking at an agent’s track record in 
the suburb you are selling in will help in 
your decision process. A good agent has 
credibility and a solid reputation in the 
community, so when they say something, 
buyers listen and believe it. Asking neigh-
bours who have recently sold and bought 
in the area about their experience with a 
sales agent is a great way of finding out 
more about an agent’s capabilities and 
personality.

?POWE PROPERTY NOW DO 
PROPERTY MANAGMENT!

663057sl


